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EDITORIAL 


A large part of this issue is devoted to the formal annual reports of the 
Club. These must be printed as a proper record of the affairs of the Club 
and to keep members who were not at the annual meeting informed. The 
reports would be better as a separate insert; however, cost constraints 
prevent this. We are looking at ways of using computer technology to cut 
costs, but we must bear in mind that we are an amateur body and do not 
want to deter any member from contributing. 

Dave King’s Letter to the Editor on page 86, raises an interesting point 
about what we should publish in the Geelong Naturalist. | believe that it is 
essential that we publish “raw data” about the flora and fauna of the 
Geelong Region, with or without comment or conclusions. Storing it in a 
data bank would be a bonus, but data banks are not always accessible to 
our ordinary members. 

However, | absolutely agree with Dave, that collected information and 
observations are enhanced by the inclusion of discussion, which makes 
them much more stimulating to the reader. 

| would welcome comment on any article printed in the Geelong 
Naturalist. Could we perhaps start a discussion based on the Geelong Bird 
Report or the Bellarine Railway Reserve Flora (see Vol. 29, No. 2), or the 
abundance of the non-marine mollusc Dave describes in this issue? 

The President’s Report indicated that the Geelong Field Naturalists Club 
is a very active body, so it is disquieting that the new year began without a 
President, Vice-President or Minutes Secretary. Good leadership is 
essential to the health of any organization. Graeme Tribe was an excellent 
and dedicated President, and however hard an act to follow, a replacement 
must be found for him. 

It is a pity that “specimens have dwindled away”. Perhaps we have 
allowed time constraints at general meetings to cut short discussion. The 
specimen table used to be a prominent feature of monthly meetings and 
gave ordinary members the opportunity to talk informally about the simple 
wonders of nature around them. It is allied to the problem Dave King brings 
up in his letter. 

We must remember that we are a Field Naturalists Club, and our 
Statement of Purposes begins with the words “To stimulate the study and 
appreciation of natural history....”. 

Valda Dedman 
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THE G.N.F.C. AND BELMONT 
COMMON WETLAND 
(JERRINGOT) 


By Valda Dedman 


The Geelong Field Naturalists Club Excursion Sheet of March 1972 
carried the following item: 
Our Committee is to approach the Belmont Common Management 
Committee re obtaining care of existing swampland within the 
Common with a view of preservation and improvement by tree 
planting etc. 

This marked the beginning of the Club’s formal involvement with the 
Belmont Common. 

Members of the Committee inspected the swamp area in August and 
Trevor Pescott drew up a plan of “development” to retain the area as a bird 
habitat. 

In November John Hunt and Trevor Pescott met with representatives of 
the South Barwon Council Works Committee to discuss a proposal to retain 
the swamp under the Club’s control, to increase the area of the swamp 
and create an island within it, and to carry out treeplanting around the 
margins. 

The following month the Club was given the lease of the area bounded 
by the Barwon Heads Road, the Golf Course Access Road, the Railway 
(Steam Preservation Society) and the Shire Depot. The annual rent was set 
at $1. 

There were plans to hire a bulldozer and deepen part of the swamp; 
however a flood in February of 1973 and subsequent reconstruction of the 
access road made this unnecessary. 

The first treeplanting was on 28 July, 1973, when 65 Eucalyptus 
camaldulensis, 44 Eucalyptus sideroxylon rosea, 60 Melaleuca diosmifolia, 
20 Eucalyptus baxteri, 30 Melaleuca armillaris, 30 Melaleuca hypericifolia 
and 50 other Melaleuca species were replaced. 

In the early years the Club also had to mow the grass around plantings 
beside the Golf Course access road. The South Barwon Council now 
carries out this task, for which we are most grateful. The plan has never 
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been to “tidy up” other grassed areas adjoining the swamp; in fact, long 
weeds such as dock are deliberately kept as shelter for Latham’s Snipe, 
nesting places for Cisticolas or a source of food for seed-eating birds such 
as Red-browed Firetails. 

Trees often died through lack of attention, although there were other 
serious threats from time to time. One year several red gums were 
destroyed by grazing horses. The wetland was also endangered by a 
proposed rowing complex development, and we feared the new bridge over 
the Barwon at Latrobe Terrace and consequent realignment of the Barwon 
Heads Road would cut off some of the area, or that it would be polluted 
during the construction process. Neither eventuated. 

In 1983 treeplanting was impossible on the day planned, since, without 
consulting or informing the Club, the Council had dug a channel, hopefully 
to divert excess storm water, and had left large mounds of clay in the very 
spot we had intended to plant. We feared the wetland would be adversely 
affected and met on site with representatives from the Council. It was 
agreed that a management plan would be drawn up. 

Plans were put on hold for some years until the new bridge and road 
changes were finished. Meanwhile, in 1988 we constructed a bird hide. The 
Council supplied the materials and the Club the labour for this venture. We 
also obtained a government grant and in 1990 published a pamphlet about 
the Belmont Common Wetland. 

Finally we were able to renegotiate with South Barwon Council, and we 
are pleased that our lease area has been doubled, and now includes the 
wetland to the north of the Golf Course access road. This gives a greater 
variety of habitat, since it incorporates a large, deep pond, several drainage 
channels, and an area of wet grassland, much beloved of Purple 
Swamphens, with Snipe favouring the rough “weedy” margins. It also 
includes a rare local occurrence of the Common Nardoo (see Geelong 
Naturalist, Vol. 28, No 4, p. 80). The old railway embankment intersects the 
grasslands and could be used for an interpretive walkway. We have 
already planted about one hundred trees to screen a building on the 
eastern margin. 

We also have an official written agreement with the Council so that our 
rights and responsibilities are now clear. We have a three-year (renewable) 
lease, and our common goal is “to preserve the site as a natural habitat for 
indigenous species of flora and fauna”. 

Our responsibilities are to undertake the establishment and 
implementation of the program to: 

— monitor and/or control noxious weeds and other non-indiaenous 
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vegetation on the site; and 

— plant indigenous species of vegetation as appropriate to the site; 

and 

— ` undertake site works to develop and/or promote environmentally 

sensitive and appropriate access for site visitation and viewing; and 

— undertake protective and remedial works against possible site 

destruction; and 

— assist in a regular program of removal of rubbish and other 

foreign material found at the site. 

We are also obliged to establish a public education program which will 
enhance professional and community appreciation awareness and 
understanding of wetlands in general and this area in particular. 

For our lease to be renewed, we must provide an annual report which 
reviews the year’s activities and outlines plans for the coming year. 

For its part South Barwon Council must respond within twenty working 
days to any written requests from the Club about any proposed action at 
the site. The Council will also assist us with professional advice, raw 
materials and equipment. 

It is pleasing to note the Council’s awareness of the value of this (and 
other) wetlands, and we look forward to working closely with it. We are 
already assisting with the provision of natural history information in South 
Barwon's “Artists for Wetlands Program”. 

Altogether more than one thousand trees and shrubs have been planted 
at the Common by G.F.N.C. members. The majority of these have been 
River Red Gums; unfortunately more than half have not survived. The 
policy now is only to plant species which would have been indigenous to 
the area, and the latest plantings, in 1992, were River Red Gums, Silver 
Wattle, Tree Violet, Woolly Teatree and Tree Everlasting. 

The swamp surrounds were very bare when we first gained 
management of the swamp, and our plantings, even allowing for the 
failures, have made a vast difference. There have been other changes; the 
railway line removed to Queenscliff and a cycle path was constructed along 
the eastern boundary of our lease area. 

As the conservation values of the wetland increased, so too did its use. 
It became known as the Belmont Common Wildlife Reserve and in 1975 a 
sign was erected to this effect. Birdwatching and bird counts are regular 
events, and have been held to mark World Environment Day and National 
Bird Week. Individuals and school, guide and scouting groups visit, and 
club members have often been asked to act as guides. The Club-has 
conducted two successful birdwatchina events for people with disabilities. 
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The area is suitable for people in wheelchairs because of its easy access, 
level terrain and the cycle path along the eastern margin of the swamp. 

The bird list totals 77 species, with 36 recorded as breeding, and 66 
plant species have so far been recorded. The wetland is now recognized as 
an area of significance for Latham’s Snipe, a species which is a subject of 
an international agreement between Australia and Japan. It is also a 
roosting site for a large population of Cattle Egrets. 

Mrs. Lou Lane had investigated the aboriginal use of our wetlands (see 
Geelong Naturalist, Vol. 28, No. 3, p. 51-54). At the February 1992 general 
meeting of the Geelong Field Naturalists Club it was proposed that the 
aboriginal name “Jerringot” be adopted for the area. Accordingly an 
approach was made to the South Barwon Council who have now made the 
necessary representation to government, and the name Jerringot Wildlife 
Sanctuary will be formally gazetted later this year. 

At the March 1993 general meeting a new G.F.N.C. group, known as the 
Jerringot Group, was formed, whose aims are to preserve and protect the 
Belmont Common Wetland. It hopes to meet regularly and a program of 
activities is being drawn up. On Mareh 14 it carried out a rubbish cleanup 
as part of the Cleanup Australia Program and there will be a treeplanting in 
Autumn. Although such regular maintenance will still be important, a new 
focus will be on study and interpretation of this important wetland. 

We want to find out and document all natural history aspects of the area, 
the birds, the plants, the invertebrates, the reptiles, the aboriginal history. A 
management plan will also be drawn up. | am at present the Converor of 
this Group, and invite all members to join our group. 

Valda Dedman 
69 North Valley Road 


= 


I 
Situated at the head of beautiful Mallacoota Inlet and surrounded by I 
Croajingolong National Park, the Lodge provides a relaxing, I 
comfortable base from which to explore a unique, unspoiled area rich | 
in bird life, flora and fauna. Package holidays for bird observers and I 
field naturalists. Other activities include fishing, boating, swimming, I 
surfing and bushwalking. l 
l 
I 
I 
l 
l 


First class all-inclusive accommodation in the Lodge or self-contained 
cottages. 


For further details contact: Alan Robertson 
Gipsy Point Lodge, Gipsy Point, Victoria 3891 Australia. Telephone: (051) 588205 


A 


84 Geelong Naturalist 


A NON-MARINE MOLLUSC 
LOCALLY ABUNDANT 


By Dave King 


_During a visit to Anglesea, south-west of Geelong, an abandoned retreat 
of a Wolf spider was examined resulting in the discovery of a small mollusc 
that had taken up residence. The mollusc was taken for closer examination 
and possible identification. 

The mollusc was subsequently identified as Cochlicella ventrosa 
(Ferussac, 1821), now known as Cochlicella barbara (Linnaeus, 1758), 
Boyd, 1992. It is an introduced species originating in the Mediterranean 
area. 

Since finding the original specimen the writer has found it in a number of 
locations, sometimes in relatively large numbers collectively, usually under 
some ground cover or litter. These locations include the writer's own 
garden and Salt Lagoon, near St. Leonards. Judging by the locations thus 
far, the subject mollusc appears to favour coastal areas, amongst or near 
to halophytic plants. It can also be a pasture or crop pest. (Smith & 
Kershaw, 1979). 

The form is as illustrated, conical with some six to eight whorls in a 
mature specimen, with the last whorl considerably larger. The ground 
colour is light fawn with somewhat variable patterning of a horn colour. 
Sculpturing is consistent with growth pattern. Generally a very fragile shell. 
Acknowledgments 

| thank Suzanne Boyd, Curator of Invertebrate Zoology, Museum of 
Victoria, for her confirmation of the mollusc identity. 

References 
Boyd, S. 1992, Pers. Comm. 
Smith, B.J. & Kershaw, R.C. 1979. Field Guide to Non-Marine Molluscs of 
S.E. Australia. A.N.U. Press, Canberra 
Dave King 
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Cochlicella barbara. 
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR 


Dear Editor, 

| am writing to put views regarding data published as lists in the Geelong. 
Naturalist. 

| would urge compilers of data lists to include some discussion & 
conclusions to be drawn from these data, thus making them more 
meaningful, otherwise they should be in reality placed in some convenient 
data bank and utilized when needed, i.e. Atlas of Victorian Wildlife, R.A.O. 
U. Wader Study, etc. 

In no way is this meant to be a detraction of the worth of raw data, they 
can be vital information as and when they are processed. Unless the data 
is of immediate use to the reader for some project or other, it can be 
likened to reading the index of a book to which one is not able to refer. 

Your Editorial (Vol. 29, No. 2) emphasized a need for drawing 
conclusions or enlarging upon the relevance of such data, as you raised a 
number of questions related to the data (sic). 

Providing some discussion and background information would, | believe, 
create a wider interest to readers and raise awareness as to the usefulness 
and importance of data collected. Additionally it can stimulate debate on 
matters relevant to the aims of the G.F.N.C. 

Yours Sincerely 
Dave King 
8 Traum Street, Portarlington 


Is this an introduced species? See opposite page. Photo: Trevor Pescott. 
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FOR JUNIORS 
EARTHWORMS 


These could be the latest craze. Cleopatra declared them sacred in 50 
BC. Charles Darwin found that they could swallow their own weight in soil 
and organic matter in a day. The CSIRO is compiling a worm map of 
Australia. The giant Gippsland earthworm may grow several metres long. 

There may be more than 300 different species in Australia, and the ones 
you find in your garden are most likely introduced from overseas. 

How can you tell? 

Imagine a native and a “foreign” worm meeting. Their conversation might 

go something like this: 


I’m a dinky Di Aussie My great-great-great grand parents came 
to Australia as stowaways on a potted 
plant. 

| wear my “collar” higher | like low “collars”. | wouldn’t dream of 

than yours. having mine before my 20th segment. 

My male pore is always My male pore may be on segment 

on segment 18 13 or 15 or even 20; it depends which 
species | am. 

| am hairier than you. | only have 4 pairs of hairs on each 

| have more than 4 pairs segment. 


on each segment. 


| have dorsal pores, | don’t usually have those extra holes. 
that is, tiny holes, in the 

furrows between my segments. 

| excrete some of my waste 

products this way. 


The Club hopes to restart Junior Group meetings, to be held at 7.30 pm, 
before the monthly general meeting. lan Woodland has offered to lead this 
group. One of his special interests is Earthworms. Please come along and 
learn how to identify an earthworm, and much more!! 
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AN HOUR COUNT AT JERRINGOT, 
25 MARCH, 1993 


By Valda Dedman 


The late Roy Wheeler made one of his famous Hour Counts at Belmont 
in August, 1972, just at the time the Club was making its initial approaches 
to the South Barwon Council for the care of the “swamp” beside the road 
leading into the golf course. He saw 24 species and 636 individuals. 

| had hoped to emulate him and come up with a bird list for comparison. 
Roy used to take a stool and sit in the one spot for one hour and note down 
all the birds he saw. | found it was not so simple. In the first place the area 
has been so changed by the Club’s treeplanting that there are now a 
variety of habitats, and staying in one place would have given a lopsided 
result. Then | found it was very easy to miss things whilst staying seated in 
one spot. Also, | am short and trees obstructed my view of the water and 
even of the track. As well, except for the water birds which stayed in one 
area, | found it very difficult to estimate numbers of individuals. 

So my strategy was as follows: | spent half an hour, more or less in the 
one place, beside the cycle track adjoining the golf course on the eastern 
boundary of the Club’s lease area, (that is, near trees and bushes planted 
by the Club and the Railway Steam Preservation Society) and half an hour 
near or in the bird hide. Total number of species was 27, 20 were seen at 
site 1 and 14 at site 2, with some obvious overlap. 

The weather was warm. overcast to sunny and with no wind. Time: 1155 
hours — 1255 hours. Crickets and frogs were calling at site 1. 

My comments on each species are as follows, with Wheeler's numbers 
where applicable in brackets at the end of the entry. Birds in order of sighting. 
Blackbird 

One flew into bushes as | approached site 1. 

Superb Fairv-wren 

Only seen at site 1. Common. Darting in and out of the bushes. Feeding 
on and beside the bicycle path. Drinking at the adjoining drain. No blue 
birds seen. Noisy chitter. 6 — 12 individuals seen, more heard, particularly 
near the blackberry clump. f 
Willie Wagtail 

Only seen on or near bicycle track and on my parked car. One perched 
on the roof and then on the side mirror, only leaving as | approached. Flew 
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out of the area and back again, but appeared not to encroach on each 
other’s territory. Called from time to time. 4 — 6 individuals. (1) 
Red Wattlebird 

Common at site 1. Only heard at site 2. Active. Flying between large 
trees and calling. Appeared to be feeding among eucalypt leaves. Called 
constantly. Up to 12 individuals. 
Welcome Swallow 

Flying high in flocks of 10 — 30 in open areas over water and golf course. 
Note: There is a swallow’s nest, now uninhabited, attached to the front of 
the bird hide. (46) 
Indian Turtledove 

One bird on cycle track. Flew. (35) 
White-plumed Honeyeater 

Very common. Flying, feeding, calling among the larger eucalypts. One 
was probing among loose bark. Up to 20 birds at site 1. Two at site 2. (3) 
Magpie Lark 

Seen and heard at both sites. Three on grass beside entrance road. Up 
to 8 individuals. (4) 
Little Raven 

Flying over and calling on several occasions. 4 seen. (7) 
New Holland Honeyeater 

Common at site 1. Active, flying among trees and feeding. Up to 12 
individuals. 
Dusky Moorhen 

One heard in wetland at edge of golf course. Common at site 2. Up to 10 
seen near bird hide, including two juveniles. All were moving around in the 
azolla—covered water and feeding at the edge of the islands. One juvenile 
appeared to be making heavy weather of swimming through the azolla. 
They did not “mix” with other water birds. 
Purple Swamp Hen 

Usually in pairs, on green grassy areas at edge of pond or on island of 
Juncus sp. Two in this latter area stood up on a sort of platform and 
preened, then slid down a stem into the water, rapidly made their way 
across an azolla-filled “strait” and remained on a grassy area. Six birds 
seen (63) 
Australian Coot 

Common. Active. Swimming and feeding. Mostly kept to open water, at 
southern end of pond, where the azolla had not gathered. 30 — 40 birds. 
Black Swan 

Two adults and four larae brownish iuveniles. one smaller and paler than 
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the others. Mostly just swam around in a leisurely fashion, the juveniles 
trailing after the parent birds. Kept out of the azolla and swam along narrow 
channels in the grassy areas. 
Silver Gull 

Two flew in and settled on open water at southern end of the pond. (67) 
Australian Magpie 

One heard at site 1. (3) 
Golden—headed Cisticola 

One heard at site 1. 
Red-browed Finch 


Small flock at site 1. Feeding on grass seed heads. They would alight on 
a long grass stem, which would bend almost to horizontal, then they fed. 
Also drinking at drain beside golf course. Up to 8 individuals. They had 
been there the previous day also. 
Little Pied Cormorant 

One, then two more flew over, from northwest to southeast. (1) 
House Sparrow 

One eating fennel seeds, at edge of bicycle track. (2) 
Yellow-rumped Thornbill 

One flying up from grass at edge of roadway. 
Masked Lapwing 

Two flew in and settled on Cumbungi. (35) 
Goldfinch 

One flew into bush near bird hide. 
Hoary-headed Grebe 

One seen in open water. 
Pacific Black Duck 

Four resting, head tucked under wing at far end of pond. Four swimming 
and feeding among Coots. 
Little Grassbird 

Two seen among reeds in same Spot as were seen carrying food on 14 
March. (1) 
Starling 

One only seen as | left. On grass beside entrance road. Beginning to get 
winter plumage. (340) 

Other species seen by Wheeler: Black-Shouldered Kite (5). Skylark 
(27), White-faced Heron (3), Pipit (2), Flame Robin (2), Nankeen Kestrel 
(5), Silvereye (20), Sacred Ibis (1), Swamp Harrier (2), Pelican (1). 


Some of these differences may be attributed to the season, some to 
changed environmental conditions. 
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The previous day, with Gordon McCarthy | saw Sacred Ibis, and right at 
the edge of the bicycle track a Buff-breasted Rail, a bird which had not 
been previously recorded at the Common. (We also saw a large Tiger 
Snakell). On 14 March both Sacred Ibis and Royal Spoonbills were 
present. The picture would also have been different had | made the count 
at dawn or dusk. 

All of which goes to show that we cannot rely on one hour’s records for a 
full picture of the bird life of an area. The Jerringot Group intends to gather 
detailed records of the flora and fauna of the Belmont Common Wetlands. 


We would appreciate copies of any that already exist. Please forward them 
to me. 


Valda Dedman 
69 North Valley Road 
Highton, 3216 


Buff-breasted Rail. A recent addition to the Jerringot bird list. 
Photo: Trevor Pescott. 
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
1992 — 1993 


1992 — 1993 was yet another year on which there is much to report (mostly issues 
threatening the environment). Pressure from sporting groups, developers etc. is placing 
natural areas and Crown Land reserves under increasing threat and with cutbacks of 
managerial staff and government funds, Friends Groups and informed clubs such as ours 
have to be alert to meet the challenge. 

Some ongoing local issues that concern us are: 

1) Clearing of several kilometres of bushland in the Brisbane Ranges National Park for a 
water pipeline. 

2) The closure of Cheetham Salt Works at Moolap and Avalon. (Will this magnificent 
wildlife refuge remain?) 

3) Most of our rubbish tips are encroaching on our few valuable nature reserves and 
another massive tip is mooted to be established on the You Yangs’ western flank. 

4) The Bannockburn bush is still Unreserved Crown Land (Recreation) which makes the 
important botanical reserve very insecure. 

5) Although we stopped Point Henry’s beaches from being mined to shell grit, there is still 
pressure to bypass that decision or even mine Lake Victoria. 

6) Subdivision of World Heritage bushland west of Anglesea for housing. 

7) Erosion of a large buffer (firebreak) around the Ocean Grove Nature Reserve for 
development. 

8) A proposal for continual low level helicopter flights over Bellarine Peninsula’s 
world-renowned wetlands. 

9) The rapid spread of environmental weeds along roadsides and reserves and the 
obvious lack of will by the authorities to try to prevent such destruction of our remnant 
vegetation. 

We heard some memorable speakers at the Club’s general meetings, starting off with Dr. 
Jim Willis who inspired us by climbing a 14,000 ft mountain, photographing and naming every 
plant en route. Who could forget Cor Langhaus and the inside story of whales and dolphins? 
Our own Margaret Cameron yet again amazed is with “Waders — here and there”. 

General meetings have averaged 65 in attendance. Observations were numerous and 
mostly of birdlife, whilst specimens have dwindled away. 

Campouts and excursions have been well attended. The continued use of buses of various 
sizes has been economical and socially successful. 

The programme of about 58 events kept us very busy and | believe it covered almost every 
. conceivable facet of natural history. The more adventurous nature of the year’s programme 
was aimed at attracting juniors and younger folks along. | was disappointed this was not 
realized. We should organise a Juniors Group again as an important priority for the future of 
the club. 

It has been shown that we need around 30 new members every year to remain viable and | 
encourage all members to contribute ideas and action towards that goal. 

To divide the cost of membership of our club by the number of activities offered, works out 
to only a few cents each, but the Committee felt that an increase in membership fees would 
not be well received, so fees are the same for year 1993 — 1994. To balance our budget we 
will reduce printing costs which are Currently 60 — 70% of total costs. 

Our club has delegates on numerous Crown Land reserve committees such as the 
Anglesea Flora and Fauna Reserves, You Yangs Regional Park, Inverleigh Flora and Fauna 
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Reserve and Ocean Grove Nature Reserve. These delegates are frustrated by the lack of 
funds and the low priority given to these reserves by the government department and my 
thanks go to these people for their persistence. 

We are also represented on all the Friends’ groups of National Parks and Reserves, as 
well as the Swan Bay Environment Association. Portarlington Road Duplication Vegetation 
Committee, Tuckfield Street Ocean Grove Wetland, Geelong Museum Committee, Melbourne 
Water Wildlife Consultative Committee, the Natural History Medallion Committee, and last, but 
not least, Jerringot Wildlife Sanctuary, which our Club has been successful in reserving. We 
have been given a licence to manage and be advisers for this wonderful inner city wetland. 

My thanks to members of the Jerringot Group and everyone who represents our great club 
on these important committees. 

The Club has again prospered with help from the “silent” workers; the hall-supper roster, 
librarian and rostered helpers, the tee— shirt designer (who made us a quick $100 dollars, and 
great shirts). 

Two of the ongoing success stories of our club have been the Bird Group and the Plant 
Group. These workshop type groups have a dedicated following and attract the best speakers 
in their field. A local bird checklist has been produced which will be invaluable for recording 
the bird movements around Geelong. 

The “Natural Features of Geelong” brochure is under way and will enhance a visitor’s 
knowledge of our area. 

Several of our members are the natural history information store for an Australia Council 
project which has ten prominent artists of different disciplines exhibiting and interpreting our 
extensive and wonderful wetlands. This exciting and innovative venture was initiated by the 
City of South Barwon staff during our Jerringot negotiations and must ultimately promote the 
worth of our wetlands to the public and ensure their preservation. 

| pay tribute, to my Committee over the last two years; their patience and hard work into 
late nights has ensured many of the issued concerning our Club’s ideals have been 
addressed. This thought goes to their families also and of course a special thankyou to my 
wife, Wilma, for her support. 

| wish the incoming President, executive and members continuing success for 1993 — 
1994. 


Graeme Tribe 


JERRINGOT GROUP REPORT 


The newest Club group will carry on the care of the Belmont Common Wetlands. It started 
with a rubbish cleanup, part of a regular program of maintenance, and will meet monthly to 
study the various aspects of the wetland and its interpretation to the public. 

Valda Dedman 
Jerringot Group Coordinator 
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BIRD GROUP REPORT 1992/93 


Those who attended the monthly Bird Group meetings of the Geelong Field Naturalists 
Club were able to share the camaraderie of fellow birdos and be entertained and educated by 
a variety of guest speakers. 

The speakers’ topics ranged over many subjects. Our own members included Marilyn 
Hewish speaking on the birds of Hawaii (she should get a job as a travel agent, as we all now 
wish we could travel to Hawaii), Ray Baverstock on the fascinating birds of Central and 
Northern Australia and Dean Hewish on practical and technical advice about purchasing, 
using and caring for binoculars and telescopes. 

Guest speakers gave us details on many interesting birds such as Swiftlets, Spotted 
Nightjars, Gulls and Ibis, Galahs and Bustards. The insights we gained into the habits and 
lifestyles of these birds helped develop an appreciation of the amazing variety of birds in 
Australia. 

As usual, the members of the group were involved in several bird survey activities 
including the Summer and Winter Wader Counts, the Bi-annual Hooded Plover Count and the 
Challenge Bird Count in the Bellarine Region plus the Brisbane Ranges Region. 

It was pleasing to see the number of new members who attended our meetings. They help 
add enthusiasm and interest to proceedings via their observations and general input. 

Next year, it is hoped to expand the Bird Group's activities to include a Saturday morning 
excursion on the weekend following the meeting. This should help us all to increase our 
knowledge of the local bird life. 

In conclusion, | would like to thank all those who have helped out during meetings and 
organising chairs, setting up the projector etc. Special thanks to Alban Lloyd-Jones for 
entering all the observations onto computer and to Margaret Cameron for arranging the 
program and inspiring us all with her enthusiasm about bird observing. 

Barry Lingham 
Bird Group Coordinator. 


SPECIAL INTEREST GROUPS 


Special interest groups are open to all Club members. 'Beginners' will find these groups 
very helpful with the opportunity to share observations and learn from more experienced 
naturalists. 

PLANT GROUP — Meets on the second Tuesday of the month (January excepted) at 
'Karingal' Community Centre at 8 p.m. Contact: Dick Southcombe (Ph: 433916). 

BIRD GROUP — Meets on the fourth Tuesday of the month (December excepted) at 'Karingal' 
core Centre at 8 p.m. Guest speakers, observations etc. Contact: Barry Lingham (Ph: 

4291). 
ya GROUP — Meets monthly, usually at Jeringot. Contact: Valda Dedman (Ph: 

4). 
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PLANT GROUP REPORT 
1992 — 1993 


Members of our group have once again enjoyed activities including slide show/talk 
presentations, discussions, studies and field trips touching on many aspects of our special 
interest. Excursions are always popular, especially evening outings during daylight saving 
time. 

Meeting discussions have focussed on the vegetation observed during campouts and 
excursions eg. Whroo Forest, Belmont Wetlands, Brisbane Ranges, Mt. Buller, Bellarine 
Peninsula and Western Otways, whilst guest speakers have given presentations on New 
Zealand Plant (Pat Belin), Genetic Diversity (Graeme Stockton), Environmental Weeds (Geoff 
Clarke) and Brisbane Ranges Flora (Geoff Gagner). 

Attendances vary to about 20 and every person who has an interest in Flora — learners to 
learned — is always welcome to join our activities. The enthusiasm and knowledge of several 
new members is appreciated and their skills will enable the group as a whole to gain a broader 
and deeper understanding of a wider range of botanical topics. 


Dick Southcombe 


Sweet Pittosporum, a native plant that can be an environmental weed in 
the Geelong region. Photo: Trevor Pescott 
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TREASURER’S REPORT 


Last financial year | was able to report that for the first time in a number of years the Club 
has an operating surplus. oo 

This year proved a more difficult one, and after allowing for outstanding items, a small 
deficit of $134 was incurred. This was due to a number of factors including a decline in 
membership. fi 

Nineteen new members joined the Club but this was offset bv thirteen resignations and 
twentv eight members did not renew their membership. Our membership has, therefore, 
declined to the level of three vears ago. 

Subscriptions of $4256 were $263 above last year’s total but $219 below budget. Major 
items of income included a surplus of $109 from the sale publications, $154 from our booklet 
“The Care of Sick, Orphaned and Injured Native Birds and Animals”, and $713 for sales of 
“From Buckleys to the Break”. 

Our thanks go again to Mrs. Shirley Southcombe and Mrs. Valda Dedman. This year we 
owe a special thanks to Mr. Barry Lingham who arranged for the sale of a considerable 
number of “From Buckleys to the Break” to various Secondary Colleges. $237 was received 
from Fund Raising Activities and we thank all who donated prizes. The Club participated for 
the first time in The Great Victorian Conservation Raffle and a net amount of $527 was raised. 

One of youngest members, Heather Gibbs, showed a great deal of initiative in designing 
and making a variety of items featuring the Club’s logo and we are grateful to Heather for 
raising over $100 for the Club. 

A grant of $2000 has been received from the Department of Conservation for the 
production of a “Where to Watch Nature Leaflet”. This should soon be in production. 

Because of a drop in interest rates income from this source fell to $833.24 compared with 
$2229 last year. Last year’s total was boosted by additional interest received from the Cape 
York Safari. (It was decided then that $1000 would be set aside for special projects). 

Our expenses included printing and typing $3497, and Hall rental $840 (including an 
amount owing from the previous year). Subscriptions to other Clubs and Magazines totaled 
$380, Donations $100, Insurance premiums $428 and Library purchases $127. Additional item 
not budgeted for included Magazine Index $490, Plants for Jerringot Wetland Reserve $125 
and $171 for Display and Exhibition expenses. 

Because of the current economic conditions it was decided that subscriptions for the 
coming year remain at the same level for all membership categories. 

In January, 1993 the Australian Taxation Office imposed by regulation a Sales Tax on 
printing. Because our Club is not a charitable institution the Club is not automatically exempt, 
but we have obtained a ruling which exempts our magazine and: newsletter, but not general 
printing. This will result in an increase in costs next year. 

In looking to the future it is apparent that there will be some difficulties ahead. Our income 
for several years has been boosted by the sale of publications. | believe that there will still be 
a demand for “The Sick and Injured....' booklets. Although we still have more than 270 copies 
of “From Buckleys to the Break” to sell this source of income will eventually cease. 

In addition, income from our investment in the ANZ Common Fund has been used to meet 
our running costs. 

The drop in membership is also disturbing and if we are to maintain our viability it is 
essential that we increase our membership and current members are urges to maintain their 
interest and to recruit new members where possible. 

The Committee has been aware of the need to contain and reduce our expenses and we 
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are currently looking at the means to reduce the cost of our magazine which is our greatest 
item of expenditure. 
| wish to thank Graeme Tribe, ably supported by Wilma, who | believe has done a 
tremendous amount of work for the Club during Graeme’s presidency. 
As in past years | would also like to thank our Membership Officer, Mr. Alban Lloyd-Jones 
for his assistance and Mr. David Brunton who has again audited the Club's financial records. 
My thanks also go to Mrs. Betty King who has typed the Financial Reports this year. 
Ray Baverstock 
Hon. Treasurer 


The Geelong Field Naturalists Club Incorporated 
Summary of Assets and Liabilities 
as at 24th February, 1993 


ASSETS 
CURRENT ASSETS 
Bank Balances 13,178.34 
Payments in Advance 55.00 
Unsold Publications 2,338.00 $15,571.34 
NON-CURRENT ASSETS 
Furniture and Equipment (At Cost) 
Purchases in Prior Year ry 3:25 
Purchases in Current Year = 
Library Books (At Valuation) 4,897.00 8,070.25 
TOTAL ASSETS $23,641.59 
LIABILITIES 
Current Liabilities 1,030.35 1,030.35 
Long Term Liabilities _ Ni 
TOTAL LIABILITIES $1,030.35 
Total Equitv (Excess of Assets Over Liabilities) $22,611.24 


(NOTE: No provision has been made for depreciation on Non-Current Assets) 
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Receipts and Payments for Year Ended 
24th February, 1993 


RECEIPTS PAYMENTS 
Subscriptions 4,256.00 Printing and typing 3,497.50 
Donations 173.50 Bank Charges 52.37 
Government Grant 2,000.00 Stationery, Photocopying 50.50 
Sales: — Postage 597.64 
Badges 10.20 Hall Rental 840.00 
Refreshments 45.91 Subscriptions to other Clubs 380.00 
Publications 321.70 Donations 100.00 
"Sick and Injured" Booklets 154.45 Publications for re-sale 213.35 
"Buckleys to the Break" 713.20 Excursions Campouts 480.00 
Trading Table 8.00 Speakers' Travelling Fees 120.00 
Fund Raising 237.30 Insurance Premiums 428.00 
Excursion Receipts 708.00 Sundries, Registration 73.43 
Magazine Advertising 50.00 Transf. to ANZ V2 Plus A/c 2,000.00 
Bank Interest 51.50 er j u 500.00 
Transf. from ANZ V2 Plus A/c 1,000.00 Library Purchases 127.50 
Great Victorian Conservation Raffle 1,641.00 Great Victoria Conservation Raffle 1,054.00 
Plants for Jerringot Reserve 125.25 
Display Expenses 171.60 
Cash Book Balance 23-2-92 120.03 Cash Book Balance 24-2-93 679.65 
$11,490.79 $11,490.79 


GENERAL MEETINGS 


The Club meets on the first Tuesday of the month (January excepted) at 'Karingal' 
Community Centre, cnr. Humble and McKillop Streets, East Geelong at 8 p.m. 
The Club's extensive library is open for reference and the borrowing of books, periodicals 


and tapes. à 
At all Club meetings observations & specimens of any facet of natural history are much 


appreciated, particularly from children. Visitors are always welcome. 


EXCURSIONS AND CAMPOUTS 


Contact Excursion Leader or Club Program Co-ordinator for details. Transport can be < 
arranged for members without cars. Full day excursions depart 'Karingal' Community Centre 


at 9.00 a.m. Children and visitors are most welcome. 
Excursions are usually on the third Sunday of the month. 
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` ANZ Common Fund V2 Plus Account 


RECEIPTS PAYMENTS 
Transf. from Kimberley Safari A/c 37,200.00 Transf. to General A/c 500.00 
Refund of Deposit 500.00 
Transf. from General A/c 
(Nature Leaflet Grant) 2,000.00 
Interest 1,318.40 Bank Charges 23.36 
Fund Balance at 23-2-92 12,216.95 Fund Balance at 24-2-93 51,711.99 
$52,735.35 $52,735.35 


NOTE: Following amounts held in account: 
$2000 Government Grant for Nature Leaflet 
$36,700 Kimberley Safari 

$513.30 Interest for Kimberley Safari 


Club's portion of ANZ V2 Plus Account $12,498.69 


($1,000 set aside for special projects) 


Mystery Photograph Solution 


The strange objects are the anchor systems of the seagrass Amphibolus 
sp. found at Fairhaven beach in December 1991. Seagrasses form an 
important part of the marine flora, and underwater meadows are breeding 
grounds for fish and invertebrates. Unlike seaweeds, which are algae, 
seagrasses have true stems, leaves, flowers and fruits. Seedlings 
germinate on the mother plant, later becoming detached and adhering to 
the sea floor by a “grappling apparatus” formed from the fruits. This is what 
you can see in the photo. After storms, great masses of seagrass may be 
torn from their support and washed up on the beach. 

Valda Dedman 
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Funds Statement for Year Ended 
24th February, 1993 


Funds Balance at 23-2-92 $12,336.98 
Funds Balance at 24-2-93 13,178.34 
Cash Surplus at 24-2-93 841.36 


LESS Estimated Liabilities as per Balance Sheet 
Ken Jenkin, Printer (Newsletters, 3 mths) 222.00 


Subscriptions Paid in Advance 188.00 

Postage Magazine (Summer 1992/93) 60.35 

Rowick Printers (Magazine 1992/93) 450.00 

Balance Mt. Buller Campout 110.00 
1,030.35 
$(188.99) 

PLUS Payments made in Advance 

Rental — Karingal (1 month) 55.00 
Estimated Deficit for Year $133.99 


AUDITOR'S CERTIFICATE 


| certify that the statements of receipts and payments attached and dated the 24th 

February, 1993 are in accordance with bank statements, invoices, and receipts and other 
relevant records examined by me. 

David Brunton A.C.1.S., M.N.I.A. 

Honorary Auditor 


STATEMENT OF PURPOSES 


(1) To stimulate the study and appreciation of natural history by: — 

(a) Lectures, discussions and excursions to areas displaying features of ecological 
interest. 
(b) Taking part in ecological surveys and field studies from time to time. 

(2) To preserve and protect Australan flora and fauna. 

(3) Toissue statements and comments on proposals regarding the management of areas 
of ecological significance, so to aid the conservation of natural resources and the 
protection of endangered species and habitats. 

(4) To faithfully record information, to disseminate knowledge on, and to act as a source of 
information and opinion on matters relevant to the Association's purposes. 


JUNE 


12/13/14 
13 
20 
22 


JULY 


PROGRAM 1993/94 


General meeting: "Otway Timber" — Norm Houghton 

Plant Group meeting: "Plant Specimen Preservation" — 

Leila Ramsay & David Sutherland. 

Campout — Barramunga, Otwavs. Leaders: Roy Whiteside 

(Phone: 433279) 8 Andrew Drinnan (Ph: 218143) 

Orange-bellied parrot count. Lake Connewarre. Leader: Bird Group 
Excursion. An evening at Bannockburn bush. NOTE starts 2 p.m. BBQ 
tea, campfire, spotlighting, astronomy — Leaders: Rob Beardsley 

(Ph: 411951) and Grant Baverstock (Ph: 817256). 


Bird Group meeting: "Birds at Portarlington Waste Water Treatment 
Plant'— Dave King 


Winter Wader count. Leader: Margaret Cameron (Ph: 299792) 

General meeting: "Environmental Weeds" — Geoff Carr 

Plant Group meeting. "Ferns" — Frances Poole 

Excursion. Wurdiboluc, Lake Modewarre, Browns Swamp — 

Leaders: Don Larcombe (Ph: 661263) and Margot Galletely (Ph: 614411) 
Excursion. You Yangs. Boneseed eradication & BBQ. 

Leaders: Rob Beardsley (Ph: 411951) and Valda Dedman (Ph: 432374) 
Orange-bellied parrot count. Lake Connewarre — Leader: Bird Group 

Bird Group meeting. "Babblers" — Doug Robinson. 


General meeting: "Artists in Wetlands" . 

Plant Group meeting: "Wetland Plants" — Les Barrow 

Excursion: Jeringot Wildlife Sanctuary. Birds, plants, bugs, frogs. 
Leaders: Dave King (Ph: 593023) & Graeme Smith. 

Orange-bellied parrot count. Swan Bay — Leader: Bird Group 
W.V.F.N.C.A. campout. Barmah Red Gum Forest 

Bird Group meeting. "Birdwatching in South America" — Richard Loyn 


SUBSCRIPTION RATES 1993/94 DUE 1st APRIL 


Supporting Membership (Inc. "Geelong Naturalist'').................. $25.00 
Ordinary Membership (Inc. "Geelong Naturalist')..................... $20.00 
Family/Joint Membership (Inc. "Geelong Nautralist")................. $30.00 
Junior/Student Membership (Inc. "Geelong Naturalist'')............... $5.00 
Corporate Membership (Clubs, Organisations, etc.) 
(new Geelong Naturals ti) A A TA N $25.00 
Subscription to "Geelong Naturalist" only.................................... $17.00 
Montly Newsletter posted on request............................ 1. $8.00 
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